United Nations peace operations offer opportunities
to make a difference, both in the world and in your
own life. Working and living conditions in the field
vary. If you serve in a peacek eeping or political
mission, or in a humanitarian field operation, the
country or region that you work and live in is likely to
be emerging from conflict or an emergency situation
where the conditions are more arduous; the
infrastructure is weak and electr icity and clean water
are often in short supply. In addition, most
peacekeeping, political or humanitarian missions are
categorized as “non -family” duty stations, and
therefore family members are unable to join the staff
member at the relevant location.

Humanitarian  Affairs Officers ensure that the
humanitarian situation and issues of concern on the
ground are effectively and efficiently communicated

to the senior mission leadership. Through appropriate
exchange of information and coordination with the
humanitarian community and providing support and
guidance, Humanitarian Officers support the
implementation of the mission’s mandate by
facilitating humanitarian operations on the ground,
typically in politically complex and often challenging
circumstances.

United Nations peacekeeping and political missions
have evolved over time to respond to different
conflicts and changing political landscapes. Civilian
peacekeepers work as administrators and engineers,
police officers and legal experts, economists and
electoral observer s, specialists in civil affairs and
gender, as well as experts in information technology
and public information among other specialized
functions. International positions typically have two
categories, Professional and Higher and Field Service,
which are d istinguished by levels of responsibility as
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