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 That they own or manage a suitable automated service for the generation of DOIs and their 

registration with the DataCite Metadata Store in conformity with the University of Reading DOI 

syntax formula (see below); 

 That they will only permit the allocation of DOIs through any service or services by individuals 

answerable to them, who will be suitably instructed and trained; 

 That they will accept liability for any breaches of the DOI Allocation Agreement caused by their 

actions or by anyone allocating DOIs on their behalf. 

Contractual obligations 
Under the DOI Allocation Agreement with the British Library, the University as the ‘data client’ and any 

persons allocating DOIs under its authority must meet the following criteria: 

 Authority: The data client must hold the authority over the data objects, such that they can 

assign DOI names to objects and provide appropriate access to information about them and 

their metadata. 

 Open resolution target: DataCite DOIs must resolve to a publicly accessible landing page. The 

data client must maintain an open landing page which describes the data object(s) and which 

includes at least the mandatory metadata

https://schema.datacite.org/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
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physical, digital or abstract – primarily for sharing with an interested user community or managing as 

intellectual property’.4 

In practice any material or output associated with research or study undertaken at the University may 

be eligible. 

Authority and service policy 

The service owner must be able to provide assurance that the University has authority over the data 

objects managed by the service to which DOIs will be allocated and that it is able to provide access to 

the objects on request.  

The service must have a clearly-defined purpose to hold for the long term, publish information about 

and provide access to the objects under its management and to which DOIs will be allocated. This 

purpose should be expressed in terms of a policy or policies addressing the how objects within its scope 

will be managed in accordance with the requirements of the DOI Allocation Agreement. 

If the service at any point transfers

https://support.datacite.org/docs/doi-basics
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 System identifier: this is an identifier associated with the system that automates allocation of 

the DOI, and may be arbitrarily chosen. The system identifier for the Research Data Archive is 

1947; 1926 has been reserved as the identifier for CentAUR (these are both significant years in 

University history). It is recommended that all system identifiers should be four-digit numbers; 

 Object identifier: this is a unique identifier associated with the metadata record for the data 

object in the given system, i.e. the unique key for a database record, such as the eprint ID in an 

EPrints repository.  
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