Safety N Ote 54 Edition 2, May 2016

CHILDREN ON UNIVERSITY
PREMISES

1 INTRODUCTION

Further to the “Children on University of Reading Premises” policy statement, this Safety
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S0 may resultin the parents/guardian and child having to leave the premises. It is not acceptable to
ask colleagues to supervise a child while the parent goes about their normal work.

Any other groups/organisations bringing children onto campus, with University approval, are
responsible for supervising their group e.g. youth groups who may occasionally ask to use campus
for an event such as awalk.

Young children should never be allowed to walk around academic buildings unaccompanied.

Any adult who in awork capacity may end up in a 1:1 situation with a young person or vulnerable
adult, or has frequent or intensive contact with them, may need to undergo a Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) check.

5 SAFETY IN DESIGN

When considering the design of new buildings and facilities, designers and the project steering
group should consider whether the building is likely to be frequently made available for “public”
events that could be attended by young children. If so, then children should be considered as part
of the design process, and the requirements of the Building Regulations followed.

The majority of university buildings, including new build, have been designed for adults. They do
not have features which would protect young children (under the age of 5), particularly if parental
supervision fails. This may mean that young children have to be excluded from specific areas,
unless supervision can be relied upon at all times to provide adequate control.

5.1 Protection from falling

The primary concern s protection from falling from height (Part K of the Building Regulations).
Features that could make areas unsuitable are spiral staircases and handrails that can easily be
climbed (over or through), leading to afall.

5.2 Door self closures

Self-closures on doors can present a risk to children, whose fingers can become trapped, and
possibly amputated.
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5.5 Work Experience/ Young Person employee

Where a child/ young person is on work experience, or employed as a young person, thereis a legal
duty to carry out a specific risk assessment. This should take account of:

legal requirements and guidance which restrict the type and duration of work which young
people are allowed to undertake

the maturity, experience and capabilities of the young person
the need for supervised training for certain activities.

Health & Safety Services
Extn 8888

Email: safety@reading.ac.uk

Contact: Moira Simpson
Health & Safety S
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