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Guidelines on writing a PhD research proposal 
 
 
The most important advice first: aim for clarity and keep it simple (your PhD will get 
complicated later, no need to rush it now).  
 
 
Your proposal must demonstrate that you understand the current state of the art in your 
area, can come up with an interesting question targeting a gap in that understanding and 
can describe a research methodology that will get you the answers you seek.  
 
 


